
Nantucket School Committee Meeting 

April 28, 2009 

 

Present:  Dr. Timothy Lepore, Mrs. Helene Blair, Mrs. Robin Harvey, Mrs. Melissa 

Murphy,   Mrs. Jenny Garneau, and Dr. Robert Pellicone.  Absent:   student 

representative Matt Cobb.  

 

The meeting was called to order in the high school cafeteria at 5:00 PM. 

 

Mrs. Garneau moved to approve the agenda.  Mrs. Blair seconded.  So voted. 

 

Dr. Lepore welcomed Mrs. Blair and Mrs. Murphy.  He noted the work of Jane Miller 

and Susan Genthner as School Committee members. 

 

Presentations and discussions: 

 

Swine Flu:  Dr. Lepore stated that if students were exposed they should be kept out of 

school and be tested. It was also important to keep paranoia under control. 

Recommendations from the CDC include frequent hand washing, covering the mouth 

when coughing and sneezing, and avoiding people who are sick.  The hospital and school 

have developed a plan for handling a pandemic.   

 

Recognition of Staff/Students:    NES Garden:  Galen Gardner, Claire Richardson and 

Chris Getoor, director of Strong Wings, were recognized for their work on the NES 

garden.  Sustainable Nantucket provided the seeds, labor, soil and construction for a 

raised bed and the Friends purchased gardening equipment.  The project does tie into the 

third grade curriculum, with food production the ultimate goal. 

 

Town Ad Hoc Fiscal Committee:   The town is putting together an ad hoc fiscal 

committee to address the immediate budget challenges and to examine the budget in the 

long term.  The Board of Selectmen and School Committee will each appoint two 

members of the public.  The application will be available on the web site and in each 

school office.  The Committee encouraged the public to apply.  The deadline for 

applications is May 4, 2009. 

 

In response to a question on Swine Flu, Dr. Lepore stated that students with a travel 

history and having symptoms of fever, coughing, and upper respiratory distress should be 

tested for the flu.  The administrative team will discuss protocols for the flu at their 

meeting tomorrow.   

 

Dr. Lepore moved to approve the invoices and transfers.  Mrs. Harvey seconded.  So 

voted. 

 

Public Comment:  Ms. McNeely asked that information on the invoices and transfers be 

made accessible to the public.   



Superintendent/Assistant Superintendent’s Report:  Observations and Evaluations: 

 

Dr. Colley provided information on the status of teacher observations done by the 

principals, director of special education and director of student services this school year.  

The contract with the NTA provides for certain levels of observations.  Some teachers 

who have not been observed are on an alternative plan.  If teachers have resigned or have 

been given a pink slip, they will not be observed again.   The administration will need to 

work with the NTA on how to observe non-classroom professionals, i.e., guidance staff, 

nurses, librarians, behavior specialists, etc.  Most administrators have been trained in the 

Research for Better Training model of supervision and evaluation which the contract with 

the NTA requires.  Two administrators have completed the course and are waiting for a 

visit from their instructor.  Dr. Pellicone was unable to complete the course this year and 

will finish next year.  Dr. Colley noted that only those holding an administrative license 

are able to do observations.    Dr. Pellicone recommended that the School Committee and 

NTA review the supervision and evaluation process.  Ms. McNeely stated that the NTA 

has been pushing for observations to be done in a timely fashion for a long time and they 

felt that there has been a lack of adherence to the document.  The NTA is 100% behind in 

working with the administration to look at what will work.    Ms. McNeely felt that those 

staff that received pink slips and are in the grievance process now should be evaluated 

again if the decision was turned around.  Dr. Colley agreed. 

 

There was no student council report. 

 

Sub-committee reports:    Assignments to sub-committees will be put on hold until the 

training with MASC on May 12. Congratulations to Dr. Lepore for running in another 

Boston Marathon.  The Friends are hosting a rodeo dinner and dance on May 1. An all-

staff gathering will be held on May 7 at The Brotherhood.  The English department is 

trying a new initiative for summer reading.   

 

Next meeting date:  May 5, 2009.  Topics will include an update on the CPS schedule, 

NES corrective action plans, review of School Committee purchase orders, and pink 

slips. 

 

Mrs. Blair moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:25 PM.  Mrs. Murphy seconded.  So voted. 

 

 

 


